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to discipline and as quickly losing the timidity that marks the
attitude of their parents.
All that is visible to-day to tell the story of the tragedy of
October, 1930, are the charred ruins of the Japanese school and
of the schoolmaster's house, left untouched after the bodies had
been removed. In the centre of each blackened space there
stands a small inscribed pillar rising from a mass of cut flowers,
renewed daily as a tribute to the memory of the dead. The object
of the preservation of these two sites, the culminating scene of
the massacre—for the terrified women and children had taken
refuge in these buildings—is, I was told, psychological, that the
Barbarians should recall their act of treachery and their brutal
crime.
The  penetration   of the  Japanese   into   the   " Barbarian"
country is naturally very slow.   The wild tribes, whose origin has
never been satisfactorily determined, inhabit the impenetrable
mountain jungles that extend along the entire eastern half of
the centre of the island for the distance north and south of over
I oo miles.   Many of these tribes are entirely independent of each
other, their languages, appearance, dress and customs differing
widely.    Obeying laws of their own and strictly disciplined by
their chiefs they are strict in their morals, skilled in the pursuit of
game and in the art of fishing, and inveterate head-hunters.
Their cultivation of the soil is meagre.   They are the enemies of
all men.   Their lot has been a hard one.    Inhabiting originally
the rich plains of Western Formosa, and no doubt in a higher
state of social civilisation than they present to-day, they were
driven back by the ever encroaching Chinese invaders over a
period of several centuries—despoiled and massacred.    They
retired into the vast forest, carrying with them little more than
an intense hatred of any intruder and a determination to lose no
opportunity for revenge.   From the jungle-clad hills they raided
the Chinese settlers in the plains and it seems possible that it was
at this period that they revived their original taste for head-
hunting, which during their sojourn in the open country they
may likely have practically abandoned.    They carried back to
their abodes the gruesome trophies of their prowess, to be pre-
served as heirlooms in their families.   Even to-day amongst the
primitive tribes only successful head hunters can hope to marry
or to obtain a position of influence amongst their own people.
In the case of certain of the tribes that have come under the
civilizing influence of the Japanese, monkeys7 heads have been

